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both unite upon a verdict on any matter fairly
coming within the province of her court, reason
pronounces it with a certainty morally felt to be
sure as her own existence. But this union is nec-
essary to such a degree of confidence. It must
not be forgotten that each method has its own
peculiar advantages, and a union of them all is
necessary to establish an absolute confidence in
what is held to be truth. When one mind attempts
to produce conviction in another, a world-wide
experience proves that a priori reasoning depends
for its success more upon the state of the mind
addressed than upon the argument addressing it;
or if that mind rests upon this process alone for
certainty to itself, it will most likely be deceived,
because the power of its vision may be weakened
or obscured by the influence of passion. It is
otherwise with an a posteriori, argument, which does
not so depend, but with its inductions increases
light from without at every step. In the first in-
stance the mind should believe, but may refuse, the
power of intuition being subject to adverse in-
fluence ; in the second, the mind must believe, and
cannot refuse, because induction is subject to no
such drawback. In the first instance the progress
is slow from probability to probability until an
accumulation of them shall cover all incidental

out an argument from the necessary connection of facts and
events with their formative principles. It inducts consequences
from premises outside of itself, and argues from effect to cause.
4'An individual may fall under suspicion of murder for two rea-
sons : he may have coveted the deceased's property, or he may
be found with it in his possession ; the former is an d priori, the
latter an dposteriori argument against him."'